Preaching Clinic for Elders
First Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA)
The Rev. Dr. Dennis J. Prutow
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Session #1 - A Definition of Preaching

Preaching is God [ Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] communicating His Truth in our
world to people in the pew through human instruments in order to change their
thinking, bridle their emotions, and alter their wills, for the purpose of converting
sinners, sanctifying saints, and preparing people for heaven.
Preaching is God [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] communicating...

See Pages 3-4: “Preaching is a Form of the Word of God”

See Steven Lawson, The Expository Genius of John Calvin, 28-29, 35. (1)

His truth..... As we will see, obtaining the central truth of a passage of Scripture is crucial
to preaching. This central truth, we call the Exegetical Point of a text is the Truth of God.

See W.G.T. Shedd, Homiletics and Pastoral Theology, 129-130. (2-3)

In our world... See R. C. Sproul in A Passionate Plea for Preaching, 98. (4)

To people in the pew.... Sinclair Ferguson in A Passionate Plea for Preaching, 110-111. (5)
See Steven Lawson, The Expository Genius of John Calvin, 85 and 104. (6-7)

Through human instruments.... R. C. Sproul in A Passionate Plea for Preaching, 79. (8)
See also, Andrew Blackwood, The Preparation of Sermons, 13. (9)

The more proximate purposes of preaching involved the mind, emotions, and will. Qur aim
is therefore to

Change thinking.... See the Westminster Shorter Catechism pages 2-3.
Bridle emotions... See the Westminster Shorter Catechism pages 2-3.
Alter the will... See the Westminster Shorter Catechism pages 2-3.

See Steven Lawson, The Expository Genius of John Calvin, 105. (6)

See A Passionate Plea for Preaching: Derek Thomas, 38 (10); Joel Beke, 57-58 (11); R. C.
Sproul, 73, 87-88 (12-14); Sinclair Ferguson, 107-108. (15-16)

See Of Preaching the Word of God in the Westminster Assembly’s “Directory for Public
Worship.” (17-18)
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Preaching works at changing thinking, bridling of emotions, and altering wills, for the
purpose of:

Converting sinners... See 1 Peter 1:3 with 1 Peter 1:23,

Sanctifying saints.... See 1 Peter 1:5 with 1 Peter 1:22.

Preparing people for heaven.... See 1 Peter 1:4 with 1 Peter 1:25.

See again the Westminster Shorter Catechism.

Note the biblical distinction between preaching and teaching.

Preaching is declarative in nature. The messenger declares the words of the King. See
Isaiah 52:7. Teaching is the methodical impartation of information. It is the stance of
lecturing. We do teach in our preaching. We also sometimes preach in our teaching. The
accent in preaching is upon our declaring the good things of God.

“The preacher is a herald, and his function is proclamation” (Shedd, 79).

See "The Preacher’s Stance” in Preaching with Purpose by lay Adams, 43. (19)

See Sinclair Ferguson in A Passionate Plea for Preaching, 107 (15), and 110. (5)

See also Sproul, 98 (4), and Lawson 104 (7).

Note this distinction between preaching and a sermon.

Preaching is an activity. We preach. A sermon is the material, the composition, we preach.
We must order the material and construct the sermon in a way that fulfills the requirements
of biblical preaching. Preaching is an oral presentation. W write a sermon to preach so that
people will listen. This is not like writing a paper for someone to read. Listening and
reading are two different activities. We must therefore not only prepare our sermons, we
must prepare ourselves for the preaching task by developing communication skills and
biblical spirituality .

Note the Westminster Shorter Catechism.

Question 31: What is effectual calling?

Answer: Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin and
misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth
persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.
Question 32: What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life?

A. They that are effectually calied do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and

sanctification, and the several benefits which in this life do either accompany or flow from
them.
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Question 36: What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from
justification, adoption, and sanctification?

Answer: The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, adoption,
and sanctification, are, assurance of God'’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost,
increase of grace, and perseverance therein to the end.

Question 37: What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?

A. The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do immediately
pass into glory; and their bodies, being still united in Christ, do rest in their graves, till the
resurrection.

Question 88: What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to
us the benefits of redemption?

Answer: The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits
of redemption are, his ordinances, especially the Word, sacraments, and prayer; all which
are made effectual to the elect for salvation.

Question 89: How is the Word made effectual to salvation?

Answer: The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching, of the Word, an
effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness
and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

Preaching is Styled the Word of God'

Preaching is God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit, communicating . . . . In its essence,
preaching is the activity of the Triune God. We ought not to think of the involvement of
only the Father in the preaching moment. The work of the Spirit and the work of Christ are
of equal importance and relevance. Since preaching is God communicating, we rightly
speak of preaching as the word of God. Sixteenth century Puritan, William Perkins, goes so
far as to say, “Preaching the Word is prophesying in the name and on behalf of Christ."”?
Few of us on the contemporary scene equate, even earnest preaching, with prophesying.
Stephen Marshall drafted the section on preaching in The Directory for Worship. He
declares, “The preaching of the Word is the Scepter of Christ’s Kingdom, the glory of a
Nation, the Chariot upon which life and salvation comes riding . . . .”® Marshall then
laments, "What little care hath the State in general taken to provide that Christ might ride
in Triumph upon his white horse: that the Word of God might spread into every corner of
the Land?”* Marshall has in mind the first of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. James
Durham, a contemporary Puritan, comments on Revelation 6:2. “By this type, is
understood the flourishing estate of the Gospel, and the spreading estate of the church by it
after our Lord’s Ascension, as it were, Christ in the Ministry of His Word, going out to
conquer souls and prevailing.” Thomas Goodwin, a Westminster Divine, is of the same

! Dennis Prutow, “God’s Powerful Purposes in Preaching,” From a Paper Presented at the RPTS Westminster
Conference, June 2008, 4-5.
2 william Perkins, The Art of Prophesying (Carliste: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1996), 7.
3 Stephen Marshal, A Sermon Preached before the Honorable House of Commons, at their Public Fast, November
17, 1640 (London: J. Oaks, 1641), 33.
* Ibid.
> James Durham, A Commentary upon the Book of the Revelation (Willow Street, PA: Old Paths Publications,
2000), 432,
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mind regarding Revelation 6:2. “That in the first seal is the ‘going forth’—the preaching of
the gospel—'conquering and to conquer. . . .”

Preaching is prophesying. It is a form of the word of God. Preaching is Christ riding
forth in triumph. But how is preaching a form of the Word of God? That is, in what sense
do the Westminster Divines view preaching as God communicating? William Gouge
answers. “That which ministers do or ought to preach is styled the word of God in a fourfold
respect.”” First, after dealing with extraordinary ministers, Gouge says, “As for ordinary
ministers, they have God’s word written and left upon record for their use. . . . They
therefore that ground what they preach upon the Scripture, and deliver nothing but what is
agreeable thereunto, preach the word of God.”® In this same vein, William Greenhill,
another Westminster Divine, connects preaching and prophesying. “If men preach or
prophesy anything which is not from the Spirit, but from themselves, it is not acceptable to
God, neither should be entertained by us.” In addition, when men preach what is
agreeable to the word of God it necessitates a high regard for “the subject-matter which
they preach, which is the will of God,” a high regard for “the end of preaching, which is the
glory of God, and making known ‘the manifold wisdom of God,’ Eph. iii. 10,” and a high
regard for “the mighty effect and efficacy thereof, for preaching God'’s word is ‘the power of
God unto salvation, Rom i. 16."1° Preaching is therefore styled the word of God when it is
agreeable to Scripture and sets forth the will of God, for the glory of God, in the power of
God. Greenhill therefore makes this observation. “God’s word shall not be in vein, which is
given out against hard-hearted sinners.”*!

In this light, recall God's presence and purpose to apply His covenant word to His
covenant people in the context of worship. Preaching on the words, “The LORD is with you
when you are with Him” (2 Chronicles 15:2), Stephen Marshall reminds his listeners, “[Tlhe
presence intended in this text is God’s presence in the Covenant of Grace, in which he is so
joined with a people, that they also are joined unto Him.” One of the means God uses to
join His people to Him in His gracious presence is preaching or prophesying. Ezekiel 37:10
reads, "So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived.” William Greenhill makes this observation.

Here was prophecy used, but that did not work without God: “Behold, I will
cause breath to enter you, and ye shall live.” God could have done this
without prophecy, but that was the means he would use and work in or by.
We must not neglect means, and leave all to God, that is tempting the Most
high; neither must we trust to means when used, that is to idolize a creature:
but we must use means and look to God to be all in them (for without him
nothing is done); and if we make him all in the means, we shall make him all
after them.!?

Preaching agreeable to Scripture setting forth the will of God, for the glory of God, in the
power of God /s the word of God. Preaching is God communicating His truth. We do not
speak metaphorically.

® Thomas Goodwin, The Works of Thomas Goodwin, An Exposition of the Revelation (Eureka, CA: Tanski
Publications, 1996), 3:30.
7 william Gouge, Commentary on Hebrews (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1980), 1072.
® Gouge, 1072.
° william Geenhill, An Exposition of Ezekiel (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1994), 299,
% Gouge, 1072-1073.
! Greenhill, 521. Italics added.
2 Greenhill, 741.
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