


Means of Grace
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Faith and the Word of God

1. The Word of God is the only me n?the HQJ
faith in the heart of n

. A. Allother fac ’ -the'Word.
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B. Romans 10:13-: '
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WCF on the Word of God 2 "

-

1. LC 154 What are the outward means Whereby (ﬁ\ﬁstucommunlcates
to us the benefits of his mediation? v,

A. The outward.and ordinary means whereby Christ communlcates.to his
church the benefits of his mediation, are all his,ordinances; especially the
word, sacraments, and prayer; all of WhICh are made effectual to the elect
for their salvation,

2. LC 155 How is the word.made effectual,;o salvation?

A, The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preachlng of the
word, an effectual means of -

enlightening, convincing, and humbling sinners;

driving them out of themselves, and drawing them unto Christ;

conforming them to his image, and subduing them to his will;

strengthening them against temptations and corruptions;

building them up in grace, and establishing their hearts in holiness and comfort
through faith unto salvation.
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Salvation Illustrated




Faith and the Word of God
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1. How much knowledge is needed? .. ""“,:;g
A. Knowledge about God o WA
B. Knowledge about man ' "d
2. Apostle’sand Nicene Creeds -
A. God is the almighty creator of all things
B. God has made himself known to man througt\ creation and the Bible
C.. God created man for relationship with him &
D. This relationship r!equires our obedience and V\;ors.hip'to God
E. Men fail to obey or worship God in our fallen state and are therefore alienated
from God, we are at enmity with Him |
F.. God sent his only son to live the perfect life for us and become the perfect
sacrifice in our place (mediation)
G. God promises salvation to those who believe the promise of salvation through

Christ.



The essence of faith

1. Acts 16:31 Paul to the Philippian Jailer

2. John 3:14-15 Je
- the desert:
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Origin of saving faith
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What brings forth faith?

AR
1. By the Word of God through the Holy'Spirit. =

A. Matt 28:19 = Jesus’ great. commission®* teach the natlons
preach the word, hold the truth before them -

B. Acts 26:18 Paul’s commission to open their eyes, teach them

C. Romans 10:10-17 Faith is called forth by the Word of God,
by the truth of the gospel, by the message preached

D. 2Tim 4:2 Prerach the word!
E. James 1:18 —we are brought forth by the word of truth

2. The object of-our faith is the Word of God concerning
Christs work on our behalf for salvation



What are the elements of faith?
R
1. Belief —an assent to the word of God'as truth ™
A. Not something vague or a general assent, itiis very pointea. )

B. Heb 11:13 Saints of old died convinced of the promises to c_c;m,e, a
firm conviction of what they believed about the promises of God

2. Trust— not just assent, we must a)l;o.have confidence, a
| readlness to commit ourselves to it

3. Commitment = we believe and trust so much we'call
upon God | :

A. Rom 10:13-14
4. Examples of Noah, Abraham, and Moses




Historical Faith not true faith -
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aith there is somethir g beyond assent. It
includes trust and commltment.



Important but subordinate thingsito the.\Word

4.

v
Our behavior (important but not paramount) s Dt
Our religious experience (being born again, repeﬁtance faith in.Christ,
growth in-holiness are part of the Christian experience but are Hot a

substitute for the Word of God)

Our prayers (the Word of God and prayer are means of grace in differing
senses) »‘9 =

A, God imparts savmg grace through His Word.

B. He often imparts saving grace as an answer to prayer.
C. Prayer alone, without the action of delivering the evangel, is “an abomination”.
D. The evangel without prayer is“folly”.

Apologetics —also important but subordinate



God and Means of Grace

wrough the

1. The Spirit imparts saving faitt

2. The evange ,L
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Salvation Illustrated
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Discussion/Questions
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