JONAH

| NTRODUCTI ON: W have cone to the fifth book of the m nor
prophets, and if | were to give you an assignnment it would
be this: Read this book and tell nme why it is anong the
prophets. | nean, what is prophetic about this book?

Now, | et ne see how many we have in this congregation wth
the nane Jonah. Well, let ne give you sone information and
then I will check again. There is some evidence that the
nane Jonah, is an early Hebrew nane that |ater becane
Joannas in Geek and which is the sane as the nane we are
famliar with, John. And if that is true, how nany do we
wi th the nane Jonah? But now |l et ne ask the question a
little differently. God told Jonah to go warn Ni neveh, and
Jonah woul d not obey when God called. Now, |et nme ask, how
many of us has God called to do sonething, and we did not
obey? How many Jonah's do we have now?

Well, once nore we are in a book where we can establish the
date with sone degree of certainty. So we go to verse 1.
Notice that this Jonah was the son of A”Mmittai. In 2 Kings
14: 25, it says, "He., that is Jeroboamthe Il whom we have
menti oned nunerous tinmes already, ".restored the territory
of Israel fromthe entrance of Hamath to the Sea of Arabah,
according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which He
had spoken through H s servant Jonah, the son of Amttai,

t he prophet, who was from Gath Hepher." So, he was known as
a prophet, and he was from Gat h Hepher, just west of the
Sea of Galilee. So he was fromthe northern kingdom From
this we gather, according to Charles Ryrie, that the book
Is witten sonewhere about 760 BC.

Now t he book centers around the city of Nineveh. Go with ne
to Genesis 10. In this chapter we have the three sons of
Noah, and their children enunerated. First we have Japheth
in 1-5 and his famly. They settled Europe and Asia. Then
we have Ham the second son of Noah in 6-12. They went down
and settled the area of Africa. And in verses 21-31 we have
Shem from whom cane the Jewi sh peopl e and Arabi c people.
So let us read verses 6-12 (read). So here we have the
founding of this city of N neveh. If you |ook up Irag on a
map and then at Bahgdad, N neveh is north of Bahgdad, I|raq,
just bel ow the border of Turkey.

Now | have outlined the book under two sections. They are
the first call of Jonah, and the second call. The first



cal |

canme before his big fish experience, and the second

canme after. So we begin by |ooking at his first call.

THE FI RST CALL TO JONAH (1-2)

So, let us read verses 1-2 in Jonah 1 (read). Here we
have the content of Jonah's first call. He was to go
and cry out against this very wi cked city of N neveh.
Now | nentioned sonetinme way back that there are two
ki nds of prophesying and one of those is speaking
exhortation. That is what Jonah was to do here because
of their extrenme w ckedness. It says in these verses,

their w ckedness has conme up before God. That, | think
nmeans al nost the sanme as Anpbs' way of putting it,
"“..for three transgressions and for four.!. The
difference is that here repentance could still nake

the difference.

Well, this call resulted in a man by nane of a dove,
turning into a rebel. So | ook at verses 3-4. Now | et
me rem nd us here, that favorable circunstances do not
al ways indicate the will of the Lord. Jonah wanted to
run from God and there, sure enough, is a ship, ready
to carry himfar away. But these favorable

ci rcunst ances were not God's provision for a rebel.
And, al as, when they were out on the deep blue sea,
God caught up with rebellious Jonah.

Now | et me just say that Jonah had, humanly speaking,
good reasons for not wanting to preach to these

Ni nevites. They were not only w cked. They were
trenendously cruel, and it is very well possible, that
just like lIran of today, they were calling for the
destruction of Israel. The nation that surrounded this
wi cked city is the nation that in about 40 years from
this time, would conme upon Israel and Israel would
experience their fierce cruelty to their prisoners of
war. And Jonah, in no wi se wanted their conversion. He
want ed their destruction. So he refused to do what God
had asked himto do. May | ask this norning, is there
some person you woul d sooner see destroyed than
converted? Do you have a heart capable of what ny
heart is capable of? You see, if we are |ike that, we
too are a Jonah.

Well, in the storm God caught up with Jonah. So | et
us read 1:5-16. Now let nme shorten the story. God had



prepared a |large fish, and it swal |l owed Jonah. And
when Jonah was in the belly of the fish he cried out
to God. So look at 2:6-9. | wonder, is there any Jonah
here. Could you be running from God? The call is to
repent. Well, the book says that God spoke to the
whal e or the large fish. He can speak to our

ci rcunst ances as well. And when God spoke to the
whale, it vomted Jonah out on dry land. And on the
subject of vomting, in the book of Revelation God
says | ukewarm Chri stians nake himwant to vomt too.

Now it has often been questioned if a whale or |arge
fish could swall ow a nman and the man coul d survive.
There are nunerous accounts with good verification of
this happening and et nme just take tinme for one.
Harold WIlImngton, in his O section of Basic Stages
in the Book of Ages writes on pages 266-267, "One of
the nost striking instances cones from Franci s Fox,
"Sixty Three Years O Engi neering’ who reports an
incident that was carefully investigated by two
scientists." The story goes like this, "In February,
1891, the whaling ship, 'Star O The East', was in the
vicinity of the Fal kland Islands, and the | ookout
sighted a | arge spermwhale three mles away. Two
boats were |owered and in a short tinme one of the

har pooners was enabl ed to spear the creature. The
second boat al so attacked the whale, but was then
upset by a lash of its tail, so that its crew fell
into the sea. One of them was drowned, but the other,
Janes Bartley, sinply disappeared without a trace.
After the whale was killed, the crew set to work with
axes and spades renoving the blubber. They worked al
day and part of the night. Then the next day they
attached sonme tackle to the stonmach, which was hoi sted
on deck. The sailors were startled by something in it
whi ch gave spasnodic signs of |ife, and inside was
found the m ssing sailor, doubled up and unconsci ous.
He was |laid on the deck and treated to a bath of sea
wat er, which soon revived him At the end of the third
week, he had entirely recovered from shock and resuned
his duties...H s face, and neck and hands were bl eached
to a deadly whiteness and took on the appearance of
parchnment. Bartley affirns that he woul d probably have
lived inside his house of flesh until he starved, for
he |l ost his senses through fright and not through | ack
of air." (A survey of OT Introduction, p. 302).



| do not know if | rightly recall the details of a
little joke, but it went sonmething |ike this: A schoo
teacher chided a young student for believing the

bi bl i cal account of Jonah and that he had survived
three days in the stomach of a huge fish. And the
young student said, "Well, when | get to heaven I am
goi ng to ask Jonah about this." And the teacher said,
"And what if Jonah is not in heaven?" And the student
said, "Well, then you can ask him"

But, let nme add this to this whole account. \Wen God
is in the picture, you do not need to be able to prove
something to be scientifically possible. God created
the heavens and the earth in 6 days, and
scientifically, that is just a tad hard to prove. As a
matter of fact, to create anything out of nothing
requires a Supernatural being, One outside the realm
of the laws of nature. And such is the One who
inspired this account of Jonah and the big fish.

But, back to the prophetical nature of the book of
Jonah and the story of Jonah and the big fish, it is
one of the greatest prophecies of the resurrection of
Christ and H's three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth to be found anywhere. You will have
forgotten, but in the introductory nessage | spoke to
you of a kind of prophecy that is witten in the past
tense. | called it historical prophecy. Hi storica
prophecy is when sonme historic event speaks of another
event in the future that has simlarities. Turn wth
nme to Matthew 12 (read 38-41). Jesus laid out the
simlarities of the historical account to H's own
situation. As Jonah was in the belly of the great fish
three days and three nights, so nust the Son of Man be
in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

THE SECOND CALL TO JONAH (3-4)

Well, we go now in chapters 3-4. From chapter three
onward we have a new begi nni ng. You see, when we have
fallen into sone sin and God has all owed sone
difficult circunstances to cone in and we repent, we
have a new begi nni ng. And when Jonah got a new chance,
God's call came to himagain. Let's read it in 3:1-2
(read). Earlier | asked a fewtinmes if there were sone
Jonah's anpbng us. Soneone has said that God is the God
of the second chance. Do you need a second chance this



nor ni ng? After repentance, we get another chance.
thank God for second chances.

Now, the verses we just read sound fanmiliar. God has
not changed Hi s m nd, but Jonah has and now he is
ready to obey God. This fish experience did work sone
wonders. When God allows us to fall into hard things,
it too can do sone wonderful things.

Wel |, Jonah began to preach in this huge city. H's
nmessage was very sinple, "Yet forty days, and N neveh
shall be overthrown!" Over and over he repeated this
nessage as he made his way through this huge city.
Wl l, |ook at what happened (read 5-10). The very
thing Jonah did not want to happen, happened. N neveh
repent ed! And when N neveh repented towards God, God
repented towards them that is, He changed H s m nd
about what He had planned to do. As a matter of fact,
He had Jonah bring this nessage because He wanted t hem
to repent! Those very people you and | m ght sonetines
wi sh destroyed, God wants saved.

But | ook now at Jonah's response to his own preaching
(read 4:1-3). Jonah did |Iike the nessage, "Yet 40
days, and you are dooned."” But he did not |ike the
outcome. He wanted N neveh to die. And here he
confesses why he fled fromGod in the first place. He
knew that if Ni neveh repented, God would not destroy
them and now, that is exactly what happened.

And so in verse 4, God asked Jonah if it was right for
himto be angry. But what we read happened was t hat
Jonah went out of the city, made hinself a little
shelter fromthe sun and sat and watched to see what
woul d becone of the city. It seens he hoped agai nst
hope that the Ninevites would fall fromtheir resolve
and God woul d destroy them anyway.

And then the Lord did sonething interesting. Look at
verse 6 (read). This is the second tine God prepared
sonet hing especially for Jonah. Look at 1:17 (read).
God planned the fish episode. He plans sone events for
us sonetines as well. The question is, do we rightly
read what He is doing in our lives? Is there sone
obstinacy in us, and God has to prepare a little
somet hi ng special for us?



But now God prepared something nice for Jonah, not a
big fish with a big nouth and a big stomach and a big
appetite. Nowit was a plant that grew big | eaves and
shaded himfromthe sun. And Jonah, for the first
time, is grateful. Here is the first time we see
sonet hing positive in Jonah. However, he is selfishly
grateful. It is for his own pleasure that he is now
positive. He could have recited this poem

We had a little party

This afternoon at three.

‘Twas very small, three friends in all,
Just I, myself and me.

Myself ate all the sandwiches,

While I drank the tea;

‘Twas also I who ate the pie,

And passed the cake to me.

But now, quickly on the heals of the second thing God
prepared for Jonah is a third and then a fourth. Look
at verses 7-8 (read). Now w Il conme God's application
of what He has been trying to teach Jonah. He asked
Jonah a question (read 9a). Well, | ook at Johan's
answer (read 9b). Jonah felt he had the right to be
angry. Do you have sone circunstance and you feel you
have a right to be angry? Janmes 1:20 says that man's
anger does not produce the righteousness of God.

Now | ook at how God reasons with Jonah (read 10-11).
The Lord said, "You have had pity on the plant for

whi ch you have not | abored, nor nmade it grow, which
came up in a night and perished in a night.” W m ght
question, did Jonah actually pity the plant? And the
answer is no. But by all appearance he did. And one
nmorni ng he woke up to watch Nineveh. He is one day
nearer the 40th day, and hopefully the destruction of
Ni neveh. But this norning, that wonderful plant that
had so nysteriously sprung up and shaded himwth its
broad | eaves, was now droopi ng and usel ess. And he was
angry with the plant. He wanted it back up and
running. He wanted it healthy and strong, and
spreadi ng even nore | eaves if possible. But there it
droops listlessly and usel essly.

And God said, "You didn't plant it. You didn't nurture
it. You didn't fertilize it. You had nothing to do
with its existence, and now you get all enotional

about its premature death."” And then He said, "Look



down there Jonah. Look at that great city. You didn't
have anything to do with bringing it into existence
either, and you sit and long for its destruction. The
pl ant you want saved. The N nevites you want

destroyed. Jonah, do you see what kind of a heart you
have?" And then God mi ght say, "Now |look at it from M
perspective. | created man. And down there, there nmay
be a | ot of w cked people, but there are 120, 000 who
cannot discern between their right hand and their

left. And there is a lot of livestock as well."

So, let ne stop there and ask a question. Wi are

t hese who cannot di scern between their right hand and
their left? It is nmy view that these, which cannot

di scern between their right hand and their left, are
chil dren who have not yet reached the age where they
can make such di scernnents. A few Sundays ago we had a
nmessage on children and the val ue God places on them
And here is Jonah, he cares about an inanimte plant;
but cares not a wit for animate creatures such as

i vestock and nmuch worse yet, has no concern for

120, 000 children who do not know t he nessage of GCod.

I think I mght conclude with regard to this book of
Jonah, that it is anong the prophets because, in a
sense, it tells us why all the other prophets wote
their books of judgnent. Israel's greatest failure was
that same failure that has so beset the Church. It was
her failure to be a light to the world. Israel, I|ike
the Church, caved in to the desire to be |ike the rest
of the world rather than win the rest of the world to
God. And in worshipping fal se gods, Israel mserably
failed God' s plan.

When God had first created man, He communed with man
and wal ked wwth him Then man fell into sin and God
taught man how nman was to cone to H mand how to wal k
with Hmanew. In the first two sons of Adam and Eve,
one wal ked wwth God and the other did not. And then
there began to be two canps. Those who knew and
wor shi pped God and those who did not. They all had the
revel ati on of God, but not all obeyed Hm As a natter
of fact, just |ike today, nost did not.

Then, as man nmultiplied, nations grew. And eventually
God chose one nan to becone the head of a nation that
woul d be God's nation, and through this nation, God



woul d share with the rest of the world how to wal k
with Hm Go with nme to Genesis 12 (read 1-3). CGod's
desire was to draw people who desired the truth into
t he one nation He had chosen to di ssem nate the truth.
So God would later tell Israel, "You are ny

W t nesses..!

Now before we close | want to very briefly show you
God's mssionary plan for Israel. Wien | went to Bible
school, in mssions class we were taught, and | think
rightly so, that in the OI God used the centri petal

met hod of evangelizing the world, in the NT He uses
the centrifugal method. Let ne briefly explain.
Centripetal force is that which draws sonmething into
the centre. For exanple, when you drain a bathtub,
anything floating on the water is drawn into the
center of the force. It draws in. Centrifugal force is
force that pushes outward. For exanple, if you nake a
sharp turn while driving quite fast, the centrifuga
force wants to push you outward. So it is the exact
opposite of centripetal force.

Now | want to show you this in the Bible. Wen the
first tenple had been built, when Sol onon dedi cated
the tenple to Jehovah God, He nentioned God's
centripetal nmethod of evangelizing the world in his
dedi catory prayer. Go with me to 2 Chronicles 6 (read
32-33). When the prophets |ater began to prophecy,
they too nentioned God's nmethod of evangelization. Now
go to Isaiah 56 (read 6-7). And so, in the O, God
chose one nation and tried to use that nation as a
centripetal force to draw in those who desired truth.
God said, "You are My witnesses and My servant whom |
have chosen.." (Is. 43:10)

But Israel mserably failed. Rather than foll ow God
and be different than the nations around them their
witness was this, they followed the practices and the
gods of the lost pagan world. | feel that largely as
Christians, we fail because we follow a [ost world in
its practices rather than being a light to it. CQur

m ssion board is right now chal |l engi ng the brotherhood
to consider how rmuch noney this church should send to
m ssions. Let ne further add that one of the great

m ssion needs today is right on our own doorstep.

Anot her great need on our own doorstep is to start new



churches that hold to a conservative biblical view
W, right here in this church, have the potential of
doi ng sonet hi ng about that.

Now, back to Jonah, the land in which the city of

Ni neveh was, was the |and that would soon cone and
take the northern kingdom captive. This book is
witten sonmewhere in 760 BC and in 722 BC, the people
fromthis area around N neveh cane storm ng down and
conquered vast tracks of |and and added it to their
domai n, including Israel. The reason why Jonah wanted
this city destroyed is the very thing that this nation
woul d now do to them

Today, there is a vast nunber of people who hate the
God of the Bible with a vengeance. They would like to
get rid of every Jew and every Christian. They are the
Muslinms, at |least a very |large percentage of them And
because they hate the God of the Bible, they hate the
Jews. And because they hate the God of the Bible they
hate Christians. The gravest dangers for Jew and the
true Christian today is the teaching of the Koran and
the Muslimfaith.

And | want to propose that the answer to this great
hate, is not to hate them but to |ove them and bring
them the Gospel. And if we do not evangelize the
Muslimworld, we too may pay for our failure to
evangelize. In Britain, that great nation that had
such a powerful inpact on the world both spiritually
and politically, is today in parts under Sharia |aw.
Not too many years ago that woul d have seened

unt hi nkabl e.

CONCL: And so, in conclusion | ask, may it be that the book
of Jonah is in the prophets because it does contain sone

i mportant prophecies, but nore so because it shows us why
the rest of the prophets had to prophecy judgnent over and
over again. If Israel had not failed in being God's |ight
to the world, the other prophetical books may not have been
necessary.

That is a reminder to us to evangelize while yet it is day.
LE Maxwel |, in his book 'Crowded To Christ' gives a little
poemon this book. He says this, "At the conclusion of a
nmessage on Jonah wherein we likened himto a present day



bel i ever, one of our students (now a foreign m ssionary)
wrote the follow ng appropriate |ines:

Jonah built a little booth,
A shelter fromthe heat.

A gourd-vine grew, protection from
The wind that on hi m beat.

Jonah rejoi ced, exceeding glad
For this convenient gourd -

Espec'lly since this confort was
Provi ded by the Lord!

"I thank Thee, Lord, Thou hast been good
To ny dear wi fe and ne;

W're glad we're in a peaceful |and
O great prosperity.

It makes us feel so good
This little bungal ow

The kitchenette, the living room
The rug, so soft you know.

We | ove our children ev'ry one;
W keep them hone for CGod:

The honel and needs them just as nuch
As m ssions fields abroad.

And fundanentalists are we,
My children, wife and | -

So thankful that we're saved by grace,
Secure until we die!

What di dst Thou say? Oh - Ni nevah?-
Wl |, that's another thing.

Ri ght now we want to praise our God
"We're sheltered 'neath H s wi ng!"

Thus fundanental Jonahs to
The Lord their praises tell.
They' Il sing "We're saved and satisfied,"”
Till N neveh goes to hell! - Ted Laskowski

Oh, by the way, this is the first book in the mnor
prophets that does not close like this: And they |lived
happily ever after.



