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Rejecting the Cross

When we discuss the Gospel of Jesus Christ we often stress
the great blessings that come to the one who believes, and right-
fully so. When a person trusts in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Sav-
ior, that person is immediately forgiven of his sins. He is declared
righteous in the sight of God. He becomes a child of God and is an
heir to heavenly blessings. Those are marvelous truths and truths
that we must talk about and dwell on.

There is, however, another side to the Gospel message—a side
that is not so pleasant. Put simply, there is an awful destiny await-
ing those who do not place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ. As
wonderful as the Gospel is to those who believe, it is equally awful
to those who scorn or ignore the Gospel message. It is this side of
the Gospel message that | want to discuss in this booklet. The pri-
mary text for this study will be Hebrews 10:26-31.

Introduction to Hebrews

Before looking specifically at Hebrews 10:26-31, it is useful
for us to survey some of the basic truths found within the Book of
the Hebrews. Hebrews is a letter written to Jews who had pro-
fessed faith in Jesus Christ but were now considering a return to
Judaism. They were entertaining the idea of returning to their family
heritage and their family religion. The writer, however, points out
the great danger in doing this. A return to Judaism, he states, is
also a rejection of Jesus Christ and His death on the cross. The
decision made on this matter is of utmost importance. In fact, eter-
nity hinges on it.
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To convince these Jews of their need to stay committed to
Christ and not return to Judaism, the writer of Hebrews sets forth
the vast superiority of Jesus Christ. He wants to make clear to them
that Jesus Christ is superior to everyone and everything, including
the Mosaic system of Judaism. The writer knew that his readers
were struggling with leaving their family religion. Such a move
had probably brought with it serious consequences including per-
secution, social ostracization, and loss of family and friends. Like-
wise, many today face this same dilemma: “Do | choose Christ
and lose my family and friends or do the comfortable thing and
stay with the religion | was brought up in?”

The Jews had an established religious system dating all the
way back to Moses. They had their sacrifices and their regulations
as set forth in the Mosaic Law. Now it was being declared to them
by this new group of Christians that Jesus Christ is vastly superior
to anything they had been involved with. They were being told
that there was no longer any need to adhere to the Mosaic Law or
to offer sacrifices because Jesus Christ had fulfilled the Law for
them and that He, Himself, was the perfect sacrifice for their sins.
They were called on to accept that Jesus Christ was the only Sav-
ior. This, no doubt, was a radical thing to accept.

The Importance of a Sacrifice

The letter to the Hebrews is also about blood sacrifices, some-
thing the readers would have known about. Hebrews 9:22 states:
“And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are
cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.” The shedding of blood (i.e. death) is the issue that
must be properly dealt with. The shedding of blood is necessary
for forgiveness of sin and having a right relationship with God.

In the first part of Hebrews 10, the writer referred to the sac-
rificial system of the Jews. They offered sacrifices continually be-
cause of their sins, yet there was no final and permanent forgive-
ness in those sacrifices. All those sacrifices could do was remind
the people that the wages for their sin was death. Every time a Jew
brought an animal to be sacrificed, there was an implicit declara-
tion that “You deserve to die. The penalty for your sin is death.”
All they could do was cast themselves on the mercy of God and
believe that God would graciously forgive them as they placed
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their trust and confidence in Him.

Hebrews 10:3-4 states, “But in those sacrifices there is a re-
minder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins.” The repetitiveness of the sacri-
fices was a reminder that the last animal sacrifice offered did not
get the job done. Those offerings could never permanently take
away sin. That is why God provided His Son as a sacrifice. He had
His Son step from the glories of heaven and become a human be-
ing. Hebrews 10:14 states, “For by one offering He has perfected
for all time those who are sanctified.” Christ’s sacrifice was far
superior than all the animal sacrifices put together because it was
a perfect sacrifice. It forever cleanses those who trust in it. Because
it was a perfect sacrifice there is no longer any need for further
sacrifices. That is why the Roman Catholic Mass with its repeated
sacrificial system is so heretical. As verse 18 states, “Now where
there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering
for sin.” There is just one sacrifice offered for all times—the sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ.

False Things People Trust In

I mentioned Roman Catholicism and its errant view of Christ’s
death, but many Protestants are on no more solid ground because
they, too, base their salvation on things other than the finished
work of Christ. Many erroneously think they are saved because
they go to church regularly, do good works, keep the Ten Com-
mandments, were baptized, take communion, or get confirmed.
They think these things will make them acceptable to God.

We must, however, make sure that we are thinking correctly
on this matter. The wages of sin is death and there is only one
sacrifice for sins for all time—the sacrifice of Christ. Christ’s death
is an expression of God’s infinite love, mercy, and compassion. He
did for us what we could not do ourselves. He provided a perfect
sacrifice. The resurrection of Christ validated His work on the cross.

Hebrews 10:26-31

When we come to verse 26, the writer of Hebrews speaks
about the danger of not believing in Jesus Christ. We must under-
stand that believing in Jesus Christ is not a sentimental event. It is
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not something you just mentally think about and then just move
on as if nothing happened. Believing in Jesus Christ means trust-
ing wholeheartedly in Him as Lord and Savior. It also means be-
lieving that His death on the cross paid the penalty for your sins.

The issue of Jesus Christ is a dividing line for every person on
the face of the earth. The division is between heaven and hell; the
love of God and the wrath of God. It is like the proverbial “line in
the sand” and you cannot be on both sides of that line. You are
either on one side or the other and where you stand is of eternal
importance and significance. A hundred billion years from now
the only issue that will matter for you is where you stand with
Jesus Christ.

God provided a perfect sacrifice and He calls on all to believe
in His Son as Savior. The Jews being addressed by the writer of
Hebrews were on the brink of falling on the wrong side of this
issue. They were thinking of turning from Christ and going back
to Judaism. Their argument may have been, “Look, Jesus Christ is
fine. You have your religion we have ours. But Judaism is our reli-
gion. Besides, we have family who would be upset if we believed
in Jesus.”

But Hebrews 10:26 states, “For if we go on sinning willfully
after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer re-
mains a sacrifice for sins.” The issue here involves people who
know the truth about Jesus Christ. They have heard the Gospel.
They know that by His death, Jesus paid the penalty for their sins.
If these same people continue to refuse to place their faith in Jesus
Christ, there no longer remains a sacrifice for their sins. If Christ’s
sacrifice for sin was perfect and final, yet these people do not ac-
cept it—there is no other sacrifice to turn to for forgiveness of sins.
They can do all the animal sacrifices they like. They can be bap-
tized until their skin shrivels up. They can give money to good
causes until they have nothing left. They could even join a church
and teach Sunday school. But none of those things are acceptable
as a payment for sins. There is only one sacrifice; and that sacrifice
was the Son of God. If there were any other alternative, would
God have hung His Son on a cross to suffer and die so horribly?
God takes it very personally when someone refuses to believe in
His Son.
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Jesus—The Only Way

If a person rejects the sacrifice of Christ, there simply is no
other sacrifice that can save him. Reliance on anything else is just
a deception. In 1 Timothy 2:4-6a Paul wrote that God “desires all
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all.” Note
that there is just one God and just one mediator between God and
men—1Jesus Christ. This is a great truth. Imagine if there were one
God, but no mediator between God and men. We would be left in
our hopeless, lost condition. But praise God there is a mediator.
Jesus Christ is all we need. Acts 4:12 states, “And there is salva-
tion in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that
has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

The Wrath of God

Contrary to what many believe today, the Bible holds no hope
of salvation outside of Jesus Christ. In addition to there being no
other sacrifice for sins, there is also a certain “terrifying expecta-
tion of judgment, and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE
ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:27). For those who reject Christ all that
awaits them is the unbridled, awful wrath of God. All that awaits
is an eternal fire of hell which will consume all who do not believe
in Jesus Christ.

There can be no greater contrast anywhere on any issue when
one compares God's infinite love, kindness and mercy with His
wrath. God says, “If you believe in Me | will make you My child
and give you the riches of heaven for eternity. But if you decide
not to believe in My Son, | will pour out the fullness of My wrath
upon you in a fire that will torment you every second of every day
for eternity.”

Sometimes we get so sentimental in our thinking about the
love of God that we think it washes over everything. We at times
convince ourselves that this God of love and mercy could never
pour out His undiluted wrath on anyone. But we should not be
deceived on this issue. The true God is the God of the Bible, not a
god of our own invention.

Let us look further at this issue of the consuming wrath of



8 Rejecting the Cross

God. We are told in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal life.” Notice the contrast—"shall not
perish” with “have eternal life.” Why did Jesus Christ suffer and
die? He suffered and died so you and | would not face eternal
death but have eternal life. John 3:36 states, “He who believes in
the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

What a contrast! The love of God can be your portion or the
wrath of God can be your portion. That is the dividing line of Jesus
Christ. There is a heaven and there is a hell—everyone is on their
way to one of these two places. Some people say that they want to
stay neutral on this matter but there is no such thing as being “neu-
tral” in regard to Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “He who is not with Me
is against Me” (Luke 11:23). People may say, “l don’t have a strong
opinion one way or the other.” But the fact is—God does. He says
there is no middle ground because everyone who claims they are
on middle ground is really on the wrong ground. There can be no
passive indifference concerning Jesus Christ. God will not allow it.
Every person, apart from active belief in Jesus Christ, is on the
road to hell (see Matthew 7:13-14). To remove yourself from the
path to hell you must turn from your sin and let go of everything
you are trusting in and take hold of Jesus Christ by faith. Unless
you do this, you are perishing and are under the wrath of God.

To many this truth may be hard to accept. Now it may be
hard to accept but it is simple to understand. God did not compli-
cate what it takes to be saved. He did not say, “Well, take your
guess. Just try one of these many roads and perhaps some of you
will make it to heaven.” Rather, He has simplified the matter. He
has marked the way clearly. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me”
(John 14:6). Jesus could not be more clear. He is the only way to
eternal life—all other roads lead to hell. We should be grateful to
God that on a matter so eternally significant, we do not have to
guess which road leads to heaven.

The way God deals with us sometimes parallels how we deal
with our children on important matters. Those who are parents
understand that at times it is necessary to impress upon our chil-
dren the importance of something. For instance, parents
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sometimes tell their children, “Don’t talk to strangers. Don’t get in
a car with a stranger.” Our children may nod in agreement but
we stress this truth with them again and again to make sure they
really understand. Why do we do that? We do it because it is very
important. In a sense, that is what God does to us. He calls us to
believe in Christ and inherit the blessings of heaven. He also warns
us of the great wrath that awaits those who do not come to Him.
Over and over He tells us there is a heaven to gain and a hell to
avoid. Now people may not grasp the significance of this truth or
they may ignore it, but the reality of it does not change.

Hebrews 10:28 states: Anyone who has set aside the Law of
Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three wit-
nesses. This statement refers back to Deuteronomy 17:2-6. Ac-
cording to the Mosaic Law two or three witnesses were needed to
convict someone of a sin. If the sin was a capital offense, the per-
son who committed the sin was taken out and stoned to death.
That was a clear indication of how serious God was about the
issue of sin. There is a penalty for sin and that penalty will be paid.

The Seriousness of Rejecting Jesus Christ

Hebrews 10:29 reads: “How much severer punishment do
you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son
of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant
by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?”
Here we get a glimpse of how serious it is to reject Jesus Christ and
His sacrifice for sin. There is a three-fold description here and we
need to understand it from God’s perspective. First, How much
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has
trampled under foot the Son of God. The expression, trample
under foot, means to treat something as if it had no value, to show
contempt for something. For example, what would you think if
you gave someone a present and they immediately threw it on the
ground, stomped on it, and declared, “That’s what | think of your
gift?” That would be an example of trampling your gift under foot.
That person's actions would indicate that he considered your gift
with disdain and worthy of rejection. In effect, they would be say-
ing, “Your gift has no value and means nothing to me.” That is
exactly how God takes it when people reject His Son Jesus Christ.
When people refuse to believe in the gift of Jesus Christ it is as if
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they take this gift, throw it on the ground, trample it, and say,
“God, that’s what | think of the death of your Son.”

Now when some people hear this, they may say, “That’s not
what | mean. | don’t believe in Christ but I'm not rejecting Him
either.” But God does not accept that approach as an option. God
says that when you refuse to believe in His Son, you have figura-
tively thrown Him and His death on the ground. And for that
there will be a day of reckoning.

Secondly, the person who has rejected Christ is seen as one
who has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which
he was sanctified. The word regarded refers to a settled condi-
tion of the mind. For the person who has rejected Christ, the evi-
dence has been weighed and a decision has been made. It has
been decided that the death of Christ is of no particular good or
value. God went through the wrenching experience of sending
His Son to die a horrible death on our behalf, and that person says,
“It’s nothing to me.” Again, people may say “l don’t mean that.”
But if you have heard the Gospel and have not trusted in Christ,
that is exactly what you are saying. If you know that the Son of
God died for you, why have you not yet believed? If you do not
believe, you are in effect saying that His death is no more valuable
than anyone else’s death.

Notice that we are told that it is through the blood of the
covenant that we are sanctified. There is an intensely personal
issue here. Jesus Christ did not come to die for the sins of the world
in a generic, sweeping way. He came to die for the sins of every
single person in the world. When dealing with the issue of salva-
tion itis as if it were just Jesus Christ and you. He died on the cross
because of you. Now God says, “lI demand your response.” If a
person says, “Well, I’'m not ready to believe,” God takes it person-
ally and says, “You are treating the death of my Son as if it has no
value.” There is no middle ground.

Insulting the Spirit of God

The unbeliever has also insulted the Spirit of grace. The word
insult denotes an insolent, self-assertion. Thus when a person does
not believe in Christ he has lifted himself up in arrogance to stand
against the Spirit of God.
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In this passage we have seen that all three members of the
Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—are involved in the salva-
tion plan. Plus, all three members of the Godhead are offended by
our refusal to believe.

The writer of Hebrews mentions the word grace. Grace is
something that is undeserved. In Jesus Christ, God has provided
for us what we could not merit on our own. When we think about
it, it is God’s grace that we should be seeking, not His justice. If we
got what we truly deserved all of us would only receive condem-
nation. We should not seek justice for ourselves since we only de-
serve condemnation.

God'’s grace is provided by His Son’s death through the min-
istry of the Spirit of God. The Spirit calls out to us, “Come and
trust in Christ.” But those who refuse to believe in Jesus Christ
answer back, “l will not.”” In doing so they insult the Spirit of God.

Falling Into the Hands of the Living God

What is the fate of those people who trample under foot the
death of God’s Son? What kind of punishment do they deserve?
Hebrews 10:30-31 tell us: “For we know Him who said, ‘VEN-
GEANCE IS MINE, | WILL REPAY.” And again, ‘THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS
PEOPLE.’ It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.” Those who reject Jesus Christ will find themselves standing
before the God who is terrifying and awesome in His holiness.
They are objects of His wrath.

The Scripture is clear and vivid concerning God’s wrath for
those who reject His Gospel message. Jesus said in Matthew 10:28:
“Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to Kill the soul;
but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.”” This destruction is described in Revelation 14:10-11:

... he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger;
and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever
and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who
worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives
the mark of his name.
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God’s love is infinite and immeasurable; but this passage also
tells us that His wrath is also infinite and immeasurable. For those
who have rejected God’s grace and mercy by refusing to believe in
Christ, there will come a day when they will experience the wrath
of God in its full strength. They will be tormented forever and ever.
They will have no rest day and night. What a terrible thought! We
cannot fathom the awfulness of an eternal hell but we must be-
lieve it because God has told us about it. The God who cannot lie
or go back on His Word has said that eternal torment awaits those
who reject His Son.

What more important issue is there? What can be compared
to this truth? Many people today are concerned about what kind
of house they live in, what kind of clothes they wear, what their
retirement account is, but they give little or no thought to their
eternal destiny.

Revelation 20:11-15 describes the terrible Great White Throne
Judgment. At this judgment all unbelievers of all times are brought
before Jesus Christ for sentencing to the Lake of Fire. Verse 15
states, “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” Could God’s Word be
any clearer? Those who are not believers in Jesus Christ are thrown
into a burning lake of fire. From this torment there is no relief.

Choose Eternal Life

Hebrews 10:26-31 has made it clear that all people have two
choices in regard to their eternal destiny. They can trust in Christ
and choose an eternal heaven, or they can choose not to believe in
Christ and end up in the eternal lake of fire. Still, some people
refuse to believe this truth. Some say, “Oh, | just can’t believe in a
God who would send people to an eternal hell.” Or, “I just cannot
accept that God would be so angry that He would punish people
every moment for all eternity.” But do you want to know what is
even harder to believe? It is harder to believe that God can offer us
salvation freely, yet most people reject it. That is the real problem.
In Revelation 22:17 God says, “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’
And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.” And let the one who is
thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without
cost.” God’s salvation is open to everyone without cost. All you
have to do is come. Lay down your sin, trust in Jesus Christ. By
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simply believing you can share eternity with Him forever. It is sad,
however, that so many say, “Don’t bother me with that. I'm busy
with the things in my life and have more important things to do.”
What a tragedy!

Mark it down. Judgment day is coming. The decision you
choose today concerning heaven and hell will affect where you
spend eternity. There are only two options. You either accept Christ
or reject Him. At the judgment day there will not be a third group
to whom God says, “I don’t know what to do with them; they are
neither with Me nor against Me. They don’t belong in heaven or
hell.” That is not reality. The issue is black and white. God says,
“There’s the line. You are either on one side or the other.” Where
do you stand with Jesus Christ?
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