The Faith Life...

Living, loving, learning, longing, leading... by and through faith.

Its value, vision, and victory are unparalleled and undeniable.

Good intentions, from sincere people, that are not led and fed by the Lord, have absolutely no
eternal value and will eventually mislead others to live and do life without hearing first from the
Lord. Good intentions, of any kind, no matter their motive, are still lies WHEN they're NOT rooted in
truth. We can't let our reasoning give us a REASON to say, "We said..." rather than "God said!" Good
intentions are never a legitimate excuse for failing to seek, trust and obey the Lord.

Graced and grateful living...

Let's talk about being grateful. Think about it... gratefulness is not what separates people. It's
extremely rare to find someone who is not grateful for something. You may have a hard time finding
someone grateful for the same things, you're grateful for, but it won’t be hard to find someone
grateful for someone or something.

What separates one from another is not their gratefulness... for most, we each have that in
common. That’s why we can celebrate a season of thanksgiving, regardless of what we're each
thankful about. Nonetheless, it's the thing or things we are grateful for that either unites or isolates
us from others. What does this say? What we're thankful FOR reveals more about us than our
common ACTS of giving thanks. And the way life will have it, it's the very things we're thankful for
that actually divides us from some and gathers us with others.

We see this illustrated with the young man who made the drastic mistake of expressing his
thankfulness for the death of King Saul and his sons and how it would benefit David. David, after
hearing the young man tell his story, questioned HOW he could unashamedly and unquestionably
kill one of the Lord's anointed. The young man foolishly assumed his story would also cause
thanksgiving from David but he was drastically deceived about the anticipated response of the King
of Judah. (2 Samuel 2)

| encourage you to do your best to appreciate your neighbor or your family and the common things
you both share. You don’t have to be thankful for the same things, but you can be grateful for their
thankfulness... even when you may question how they could value and treasure what they are
grateful for. Why? Those who are not grateful for anything are a danger to themselves and very
dangerous to others. So, if you can’t be thankful for the same things... you can still be grateful for



their thankfulness.

And don't forget... what you appreciate and value, to the point of being thankful for it, reveals more
about you and those who value the same things, as you, than you may care to admit. Because the
things we treasure do tell a story. And because of grace, our story of thanks could tell His story, and
how He's transforming the things we give thanks for. Blessings...
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